“Who’s Your Daddy?”
1 John 2:28-3:10
Doug Hayes, October 3, 2010

The sermon text for this morning is 1 John 2:28-3:9
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him. 
3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 
7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 
Prayer of illumination

Almighty and ever-loving Father, who has made known the incarnation of your Son by so many witnesses that our faith in Him is neither vain nor without hope in this life or the next. Bring light to our darkness, and give us understanding to that we may live according to the light of the Word of Life, even our Lord Jesus Christ.    Amen. 
Please be seated.
What a great pleasure it was for me to have my parents, my children and grand-babies at church with me last week at the baptism of Christian – Four generations of Hayes’ gather together to worship God our common Father. Mine was always a pretty close family, and very church oriented – so many of my early memories were in connection with the spiritual journey of my family growing up. My parents are very godly and committed believers and sought by the grace of God to teach us faithfulness to Christ. I was baptized as a baby in the United Methodist Church, and then later again in the baptistic church I ended up growing up in – I guess I’m doubly cleansed, doubly-claimed by the Father. I knew the songs, the theology, the rituals, the way of Christian living, president of the youth group, voted best camper of the year more than once (something I remain proud of to this day!) – and if there had been a recognition for most likely to remain faithful to Christ through life – no doubt I would have probably have won that too. I don’t mean to sound like I take my upbringing lightly – no it was significant and effective in my life. 
But in my late teens I began to drift away. It wasn’t sudden or dramatic – it was more gradual and deceptive than that. I had a girl friend that I compromised my morals with. I began to hang out with less than godly guys. I can enjoy their company, thought, without taking part in their behavior. But one compromise after another, one little sin against the Lord and my conscience after another led to evermore sins – until I was in outright rebellion. My dear loving father, eventually, painfully determined to kick me out of the house for using drugs. Now I was free to mature in my sin even more, which I excelled at with growing rapidity and zeal. I became an entirely different person – quite noticeable to those around me. Finally I came to realize – while I was flirting with Satanism – I woke to the fact that there was no sin, in principle that I could not commit. I had it in me to do any wicked thing that my rebellious heart could conceive. I had grown knowing that Jesus had paid the price for the sins of his people, generally and in principle – but I didn’t know the depth of sin that I was capable of, nor that it was my horrific sinfulness that He died to save me from. It was about that time, in 1979, that Bob Dylan came out with Christian album, Slow Train Coming, and there was one song that was being played over and over again: Gotta Serve Somebody
You might be a rock ’n’ roll addict prancing on the stage
You might have drugs at your command, women in a cage
You may be a businessman or some high-degree thief
They may call you Doctor or they may call you Chief

But you’re gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed
You’re gonna have to serve somebody
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
But you’re gonna have to serve somebody

God used that song and many other circumstances of my life to humble me, break my will, and graciously restore me to Himself – Praise His Name! At the heart of the matter for all men and for all time is: Who’s Your Daddy! You gotta serve somebody; Everyone will either live for God the Father, or as children of the Devil.
The Two Fathers of Humanity

From the first week of history, sadly, humanity has been divided. When the Devil, disguised as a serpent, called into question the words and motives of God our Father – and Adam and Eve listened to that ancient liar, the Devil became the father of all the rebellious sons of men. Since then wars, and hatred and unrighteousness have been the family traits of men who serve their daddy, the Devil. Genesis 3:15 tells us that God Himself put enmity between the Devil and the woman, and between his seed and her seed; and that the Seed of the woman eventually bruise his head. God, our Father, wanted to maintain a distinction between His children and the children of the Devil. Throughout Old Testament history the children of God were kept relatively safe in the nursery of Israel – until the coming of Jesus Christ. But when the Seed came, the family of God would grow to encompass all the nations of the earth. The family distinctions remain whenever and wherever men sinfully refuse to hear the voice of the Savior and Lord of the world and live for Him. 

When Jesus came, the Jews were internally divided, and Jesus, the Seed of the woman, accused the Jewish leaders of being children of the Devil. John 8:37-44:
37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you. 38 I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father.” 39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” 

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this. 41 You do the deeds of your father.” Then they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 

Interestingly, when this conversation began we read that “many believed in Him” (v. 30), but by the end we read, “Then, they took up stones to throw at Him” (v. 59). As He told them that He is the eternal Son of God – the sons of the Devil sought all the more to kill Him. Even now that the gospel of peace has come and is proclaimed throughout the world – there remains a division in the human race between those who are the children of God and the children of the Devil, and these two families will continue in conflict until the last day. 
This is the message that the Apostle John picks up in our text this morning. Throughout the book John has been revealing the grand distinction between those in the two families of men. His purpose is to assure his little children in the faith that they are indeed born of God, children of God. He wants them and us to see ourselves aright, and have confidence before God and to live faithfully before Him and with one another. He did this, in part, by revealing who the children of the Devil are. 

They are those who self-righteously say that they have no sin, lying to themselves and to others (1:6, 8, 10; 2:4). Those who say that they have no sin have no need of salvation or of Jesus Christ the righteous, who forgives those who confess their sins and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. 
The children of the Devil are those who claim to be in the light of God but do not keep the commandments of God and hate the brethren, and walk in darkness (2:3-11). They love the world and all that is in the world (2:15-17). They, by refusing to confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God in human flesh – they are antichrists, they are against Christ (2:18-27). 
We, Children of God confess our sins and are faithfully forgiven; keep his commandments and love the brethren; As little children, fathers and young men we know the Father and will overcome the wicked one (2:12-14); do not love the world but do the will of God; and by confessing that Jesus is the Christ will abide with both the Son and the Father.

For John, the key difference between the children of God and the children of the Devil is a difference in the way they live their lives: Family of God is manifest by righteousness and love. 

Practicing Righteousness – Born of God
As you can see on the outline on the handout, practicing righteousness is the beginning, middle and end of John’s message to the children of God. Outside of this section, the word “righteousness” is not used at all. And in this section seven times John uses the clause “everyone who,” which indicates that those who are “born of God” are new creations in Christ, delivered from their former father, the Devil, and adopted by the Father of Jesus the Son. 
A. Little children, Abide in righteousness anticipating His appearing, born of Him, 2:28-29

B. Love of the Father bestowed on Children of God, 3:1

C. We are children of God and shall be like Him, 3:2-3
D. Sin and Lawlessness, 3:4

E. He appeared to take away sin, 3:5

F. No one abiding sins, 3:6

G Little Children: righteousness, 3:7 

      F’ Practicing sin: of the Devil, 3:8a



E’ Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the Devil, 3:8b
D’ His seed remains: no sin because he is born of God. 3:9a

C’ Cannot sin because he is born of God, 3:9b
B’ Children of God/Devil, 3:10a

A’ Being of God means practicing righteousness and loving, 3:10b

Beginning with 2:29, being born of God begins to be a dominant theme of the book (2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18). Jesus, the Seed of the woman in Gen. 3, is the eternal begotten Son of the Father – but now in addition to that Son, god has begotten other sons through the Spirit. All the blessings of the Christian life arise from being “born of God.” What this means to John is that all those who are born of God have a family resemblance to their Father, just as the Son does. To be born of God is to live as children of light now, filled with the light that is God’s light. Practically, as John makes clear, this means doing the kinds of things God does – doing righteousness, practicing love and adhering to the truth. 
In Christ Jesus, the Father has been revealed. Formerly, He was more hidden from the world – but Jesus has drawn back the veil, and out pours the light of God into the world so that it is transformed by adopting sons into His family, and making them righteous ones. Just as Christ is the Anointed One, so we too have an anointing so that we are enabled to abide/remain in fellowship with the Son and the Father (2:24-27). It is interesting to note that in this section – it is primarily a description of who the children of God are as opposed to the children of the Devil. There is very little by way of command to us. The primary imperative/command is for us to abide in Him (2:24, 28), and secondarily, not to be deceived (3:7) about who is really abiding in Him: Those who practice righteousness. 
In 2:28-29 we see that the little children of God abide in Him – they remain faithful to Him. Why? So that when He appears we may have confidence and not be ashamed at His coming. What appearing/coming is being referred to here? It needs to be kept in mind that the Church was at the time of this letter was anticipating the coming of Christ in judgment on Jerusalem to vindicate them before the world – and it could be this coming that John was referring to as a motivation to them to remain faithful to Christ and not turn back to the Judaism that would soon be judged in 70 AD. It has also commonly been thought that this passage refers to the second coming of Christ that we yet anticipate, exhorting us to abide confidently in Him so that we will not be ashamed at his appearing on the last day. 
Whichever view you take, the message remains the same: Those who are born of God do practice righteousness. Notice: this is not an exhortation to practice righteousness or to purify oneself (3:3). Rather, because of the wonderful love of the Father that He bestowed on us – we are called children of God – and because of that fact, we will purify ourselves. Children of God are those who practice righteousness and who purify themselves. That’s how we know them. John wants his readers and us to be very clear about who we are in Christ, and who our brothers and sisters are. We are children of God because God so loved us, and so cleansed us from our sins (2:1-2) – that we are identifiable as children of God because of our continued practice of righteousness and purity that resembles the God of righteousness (read 3:7). Conversely, the children are identifiable because they do not practice righteousness nor do they love the our brothers and sisters in the family of God.
Righteousness is not optional for children of God; nor is it unnatural. Rather, it is the substance of our lives; it’s the air that we breath; it’s the aroma of our lives. Righteousness is not easy for us, necessarily – but it is the environment to which we are most suited. When sin is present in our lives – we feel all wonky and off kilter. Why? Because as children of God, our connection to the Father, our resemblance to the Father naturally is to practice righteousness. That is why John spent so much time in the earlier part of the book talking about how to deal with sin: We must confess our sins knowing that He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1:8-10). It is only the children of the Devil that say that they have not sinned, thereby refusing the remedy for sin: the blood of Jesus Christ.

As we practice righteousness, God’s light shines through us (just as it did through Jesus, the Son of God) and exposes the sins of the world around us. Those who remain in darkness hate the light because it exposes and shames them in the world. The children of God are righteous, by virtue of their origin, having been born of God – shaming those who are children of the Devil. 

Sin and Lawlessness
For John, the difference between the families of God and the Devil is not just one of origin; it is also a difference in practice. What we are, as children of God, is evident in what we do. We are what we do. Because we are children of God – John says in 3:6: “Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.” To be sure, these are confusing words. It almost seems like a contradiction to what he wrote in 1:8-9 – that we are to confess our sins. How are we to take these words?
3:4 says: “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” John is here describing the conduct of the children of the Devil. This passage is sometimes taken to be defining sin as a transgression of the written law of God. But that’s not what the Greek text says, which does not use the word “law” or “transgress.” He actually writes, “everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.” Lawlessness is not just breaking the specific commandments. Rather, lawlessness leads to breaking the commandments. Lawlessness is rebellion, the rejection of authority and the commandments of God as such. If is faithlessness – it is a rejection of God and His authority – it is an unwillingness to submit to Him and His word, which leads to breaking His commandments. The essence of righteousness is faithfulness to God; and the essence of sin is personal rebellion against Him. This means that sin, in this sense, is not merely a failure or lapse in obedience (as we are all prone to). Sin, in this passage, is an active rebellion against God. 
The Devil, it says in 3:8, was lawless sinned lawlessly and rebelliously from the beginning. The Children of the Devil continue that lawlessness and rebellion, that rejection of God and His authority in their lives. They manifest their family loyalty by their unrighteous behavior; just as children of God manifest their faithfulness to their Father by their righteousness. The one who is born of God does not practice this high handed, rebellious sin, and in fact, cannot sin in this way. There is no such thing as a rebel who has been born of God (repeat). Someone who claims to be born of God and rebels against Him is not born of God to begin with. He is a liar, and therefore a child of the Devil, the chief liar. 

John is not saying that Christians are sinless, or he would be contradicting himself (1:8-9). He is talking about the general tone of our way of living. Those who are born of God are characterized by righteous conduct, and confess their sins, knowing that God will forgive and cleanse. They are neither rebellious nor content with living in sin – rather, they practice righteousness, just has He is righteous. But the children of the Devil are rebellious, love their sin and are dominated by it. 

The Appearing of Jesus Christ & Works of the Devil

How can we live as those who practice righteousness, as those who are children of God? We can only do so because of the appearances of Christ. Twice John refers to the past appearances of Jesus: the coming of the Son of God in His incHow can live as those who practice righteousness, as those who are children of God? We can only do so because of the appearances of Christ. Twice John refers to the past appearances of Jesus, the coming of the Son of God in His incarnation, life, death and resurrection. Jesus appeared for two reasons:
1) In 3:5 is says that He was manifested to take away our sins – not just theoretical sins; it was our sins He came to remove. Not only by dying as our sacrifice, but more importantly, the sin that could dominate our lives if we were not made children of God. Because the sinless Jesus has taken away our sinful rebellion, we are able to practice righteousness and not sinful. 
2) 3:8 tells us that Jesus also cam to “destroy the works of the Devil.” He destroys the works of the Devil so that we don’t share in the rebelliousness of the father of murder and lies. Jesus has delivered children of the 
arnation, life, death and resurrection. Jesus appeared for two reason:
1) In 3:5 it says that He was manifested to take away our sins – not just theoretical sins; it was our sins He came to remove. Not only by dying as our sacrifice, but more importantly, He appeared to remove the sin that could dominate our lives if we were not made children of God. Because the sinless Jesus has taken away our sinful rebellion, we are able to practice righteousness and not the sinfulness that would otherwise characterize our lives.

2) 3:8 tells us that Jesus also came to “destroy the works of the Devil.” He destroys the works of the Devil so that we don’t share in the rebelliousness of the father of murder and lies. Jesus has delivered the children of the Devil to make us children of God. 

John also referred to a future appearance of Jesus in 3:2-3, which becomes for us a motivation for our purification and righteousness. Because we have been made pure children of God, and we anticipate a future appearance of Jesus, we will seek purity now as an ongoing expression of our fidelity to our heavenly Father. Traditionally these verses are taken as a hope for the second coming of Christ – at which point we will be transformed into His likeness – which is a plausible reading of the text. It is also likely that John is still referring to an imminent appearance of Christ in 70 AD – when He will come and in salvation and judgment for the sake of His people, and the church will be transformed. John’s readers were already children, but when Jesus appears, He will share His inheritance and more fully manifest who His people are in and to the world. We too, have this hope: Whenever Jesus comes (both in 70 AD, throughout history and on the last day), we know that we will be like Him. Anticipating His comings, Christians have always purified themselves and practice ongoing righteousness, that like our Savior, destroys the works of the Devil and his family. 
Applications:

As a final summary, Abide Him and the message that you have heard. Don’t turn away, as I did. Young men and women – there is often a mighty pull from the world to compromise. Abide in Him. Purify yourself instead. Stick to Christ, and stay safely in the family of God – for what awaits you in sin is lawlessness and destruction. 

Proactively destroy the works of the Devil, since we are like Him.

Who’s your daddy? 1 John 3:10 
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 
 Closing Prayer

Our heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, the Word of Life and for the anointing we have from the Holy Spirit. We thank you for making us your children by the appearing of Christ Jesus. Empower us by your Spirit to practice righteousness and love – and so destroy the works of the Devil.  As we bring forth our tithes and offerings to you, help us to make them tokens of our very selves – so that we will go forth from here in grateful service to you and one another. For we pray in the name of blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Communion Talk

Hayes’ family dinner night is Thursday. Communion is family time. We spend all kinds of times with children of the Devil (unavoidably) – but this is family time. We don’t invite everyone to eat with us here – not because we are selfish – but because of the nature of the meal. When someone has sinned within the church, and after much working with them, there are times that the Elders are forced to conclude that a person is acting like and wanting to be identified as a child of the Devil by refusing to submit to the Lord – They are no longer welcome to this table. But, until then – we are all one family together and we should count ourselves, without doubting, as children of God; and we should consider one another as children of God. We are not free to make judgments about ourselves or others independently – God has given His servants, the Elders of the Church, the responsibility to grant or deny access to people to the family meal. Thus, I repeat, all those who have repented of their sins, have been baptized and are in good standing in the Church of Christ are welcome at this table. 
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