The Church is a Family
1 John 2:12-14
Doug Hayes, May 30, 2010
The sermon text for this morning is 1 John 2:12-14
Please stand and give attention to the reading of Christ’s Word to us this morning. 

I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake. 
I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, Because you have overcome the wicked one. 
I write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father. 
I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 
I have written to you, young men, Because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one. 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!

Prayer of illumination

Almighty and ever-loving Father, who has made known the incarnation of your Son by so many witnesses that our faith in Him is neither vain nor without hope in this life or the next. Bring light to our darkness, and give us understanding to that we may live according to the light of the Word of Life, even our Lord Jesus Christ.    Amen. 
Please be seated.

If it’s true that both Chris and Flynn are creeping their way through Mark and Judges at a snails pace – I’ve been, by comparison, limping through 1 John like a crippled snail in the Indi 500! What’s funnier still, is that when I mentioned to Grace that I am preaching for the next two weeks she asked me what I’m preaching on. Duh, 1 John! And if that weren’t enough, when I told her I am continuing in 1 John, she said, “I didn’t even know you were preaching out of 1 John!” 
The text before us today, 2:12-14, is one of those texts that all of the commentators I consulted said something like – gee-wiz, what’s going on here; and as they made their way through the text they say, well, my guess is this…I confess I was relieved when I saw that Peter Leithart wrote, “Vv 12-14 raise many questions and gives few answers” and then takes two paragraphs to ask what he considers to be the puzzling questions that come to his mind in these three verses. So, if you have struggled with this little section – join the club.

Much of the epistle of 1 John concerns itself with John assuring his readers that they are in relationship with God and one another. 35 times John uses the verb “to know.” This assurance of Christian knowledge should enable them and us to remain in the light of God through Jesus Christ who is the Word of life (1:1-4) and who cleanses us from our sins (1:5-2:2). Part of the evidence that “we know that we know” God (2:3) is that we obey His commandments – preeminently to love each other (2:3-11). The commandment John writes (2:7-8) to his little children in the faith is for us to believe in Jesus and to love one another with the same self-giving love Jesus showed for us (as we see also in 1 John 3:22-24; 4:21). In this regard, one commentator wrote: “The trust of his letter is to insist that Christians must be obedient if they are to be real Christians at all. If we claim to be disciples of Jesus but consistently and impenitently disobey him, we are liars. It is really that simple” (2:4) (Leithart); He is one who walks in darkness (2:9, 11) – as compared to the one who walks in the light because he keeps the commandment to love (2:10). 

So far in this epistle John emphasized various contrasts between various people: those who are in the light and those who remain in darkness; those who speak the truth with their lives and those who speak lies with their mouths and the way they live; those who know Him and those who don’t; those who keep God’s commandments and those who don’t; those who love and those who don’t. He continues these contrasts in the rest of the book to not only point out to us the differences that should exist between us and the “others,” but to also give us assurance that we are indeed children of God.
This is, I think, the reason John includes vv. 12-14: he seems to abruptly digress to give them assurance of their Christian standing in Christ. They are, indeed, in the new age of life and light – he does not want to give them the impression by what he has said that they are still in darkness and do not know God. 
A.  “I write to you…” 

He writes to them tenderly, as a father who loves them and wants them to know that they are children of the Heavenly Father. In all of the struggles we may have with those who are not children of God (3:10, children of the devil) – John wants us to know that we are God’s children. As good parents, we too will not only warn our children or the dangers of sin and disobedience, or living like those who live in darkness and being unloving – but also we will always assure them that they are loved by us and their heavenly father. 
The structure 1 John 2:12-14 is a series of repetitions (with some differences) with two sets of three: there are three groups in the church spoken to, each group is addressed twice, and each is associated with some spiritual achievement or benefit from God (with the last having three points describing the young men). The three groups referred to are children, fathers and young men, representing not just their physical ages, but stages in their spiritual development, various levels of maturity and ability and usefulness in the family of God. The various spiritual achievements or benefits can be summarized as “forgiveness,” “knowledge” and “victory.”
13 times in the letter John says “I write/wrote to you,” usually also calling them his children. And 14 times he speaks to his readers as his “children” 2:1, 12-13, 18, 28; 3:1-2, 7, 19; 4:4; 5:21. For this reason, it seems that John considers the children of vv. 12 & 13 to be all the believers in the church he is writing to – all those with whom he has a paternal, fatherly relationship with are his children. These children are then subsequently divided into two groups, namely, fathers and young men. Today we will look at the groups individually and the particular things he has to say to each – and then to make some additional applications generally. 

B. “Children” vv. 12, 13
Interestingly in the vv. 12, 13 he uses two Greek words for “children.” The first is teknia, which is linked to the verb for bearing children, and emphasizes the connection between the nature of the child and the parent. Children of the same parents share the same DNA. By using this word, John is emphasizing that all the children of God bear a family resemblance to the common Father in heaven. Later, in 3:7-9 this idea becomes even more important as he distinguishes between the children of God and the children of the devil. The family resemblance of the children of God is in their righteous lives, just as He is righteous. We are all “born of God,” and bear a likeness to Him. We are born from above, born again and given the right to be called children of God. John 1:12-13 says: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” By baptism we receive from God the confirmation that we are His children – marked for all eternity as His. Our children, baptized in infancy, have been claimed by God as His children – and we need to see them as such. They are to be counted as full members of the family of God and assured that they are His. But this is not all!
The other word for “children” is  paideia, which emphasizes discipline or training, to come under another for instruction. The members of the church are children and siblings not only because they have the same Father, but because they are all subject to the same discipline and teaching – thereby forming the same culture of the Church. We are brothers and sisters both by nature and by nurture – and together we are the family of God. All of the people of God must be educated in the faith, trained righteousness and disciplined to live for their heavenly Father. Just as the children are born to us also need to be trained to live according to our family patterns and rules and way of life – so to, all the children of God need to be brought to an ever increasing understanding of what it means to live as a child of God. And so we have weekly preaching of the word, we provide the Lord’s Day Bible class, and mid-week studies, accountability groups, opportunities for service in the church and in service to our community, we have special services, like the Global Day of Prayer service last week so that we all learn how to live and labor together with other Christians. This is all part of the nurture of the Church. Hopefully you are participating in as many of these things as possible so that you can grow to maturity in the family of God.
Great Commission = baptism & teaching; nature and nurture.

Specifically, the children of God are said by John in v. 12 to be forgiven of their sins for His name’s sake – for Jesus’ sake. This harkens back to the beginning of the chapter where it talks about Jesus Christ being the propitiation for our sins. For this reason, in v. 13 John said that all of the children of God have come to know the Father. These are the primary blessing the children of God enjoy in the Church. Sin is an obstacle to knowing God, but as John already said, Jesus is the Advocate and propitiation for our sins, so that if we confess our sins God will forgive and cleanse us. He has forgiven us, and will continue to forgive us; He has liberated us from bondage to sin, and all of the guilt of sin because of Jesus. These blessings have come to us because he has come to us as the Son, and we know the Father because He has come to us as the tangible Word made flesh – He has revealed the Father to us. 
C.  “Fathers” vv. 13, 14
Within this family of God’s children, John distinguishes two groups, and each of these groups has a particular strength. The first of these are “fathers.” Elsewhere in the New Testament, the word “fathers” is never used of all Christians. It is a word used of the church’s Israelite ancestors (Rom. 11:28; 2 Pet. 3:4), and at least once is used in Paul’s letters of mature believers, teachers or leaders of the church (1 Cor. 4:15). John is using it in this sense here (vv. 13-14), saying that the fathers or leaders have also come to know the Father who is from the beginning. This is the same thing that is said of all children of God, to “know” the Father – but fathers have over time come to know God in a more mature way, knowing not just as He was revealed in the Son, but as the One who was from the beginning. They know the One who is the same yesterday and today. The older men and women of the church have gone through many more things than the younger people of the church, they have seen more and done more and have come to see more clearly the God who is from the beginning and remains faithful through all things. Time hurries on, but in all generations they find a refuge of strength in Him who from everlasting to everlasting is God (Ps. 90:1-2): “Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.” Older mature men and women see that the Lord delivers from all evil and danger – not only because it is in the Bible, but because they have lived through the trials and come out the other side. They have lived through the beginnings, middles and ends of troubles. Things that cause distress among the young do not distress the old, and the young need to learn from the old to be anxious for nothing. Mature knowledge of God comes over time, and serves to provide all of the church with a stability of faith and wisdom in the world.
D. “Young Men” vv. 13, 14
John next addresses younger believers as “young men” (vv. 13, 14). Between the children and the fathers are the younger people that are busily involved in the battle of Christian living. He says of these younger people of God that they have overcome the Devil through the Word of God and the power of Jesus. The Christian life is not just enjoying the forgiveness of sins and growing fellowship with God – it involves fighting the enemy. The forgiveness of past sins must be followed by continually doing battle with sin in ourselves and the sin that is all around us. Younger people have a strength and eagerness to engage the battle against sin and wickedness. More than that, John says that the conflict has become a conquest. The verb use of overcoming is in a form that indicates that it is a present condition of a past event – they have already overcome – they are overcomers. They have overcome the wicked one because they are strong and because the word of God dwells in the richly. 
Clearly, those of us that are older do not have the same strength and energy that we have had in the past. It doesn’t make us less useful in many regards – be we don’t have the same strength and drive for things that we once did. Our eyes and ears don’t work the way they did; we’ve put on a few more pounds and get tired faster than we did. Younger people seem to have boundless energy and ambition. This is their strength. We older folks have the wisdom of years of experience. 
But the strength of the young is not just inherent strength – It comes by abiding in the word of God. It is not uncommon for young people, either born and raised in the church or newly converted to the faith to develop a strong hunger to understand the word of God. In some cases it is just to make the faith that their received from their families and the church their own. Young people in their later teens and twenty’s not uncommonly start to struggle through things in the faith (both negatively and positively) and come out the other side with a stronger faith and a more substantial knowledge of the scriptures. We should encourage this. Sometimes it feels odd to us parents and fathers in the church to see our children learn things anew what we have taught them before. The truth is that sometimes they need to work it through in their own time and in their own ways. Not only so, they sometimes need to learn things from people other than us. I’m a big fan of our children developing friendships with other older men and women of the church so that they can receive the benefits of other strong Christians. I find that often our children come to greater maturity when they are exposed to other people than just us. We should encourage this so that they will be strong in the faith, and the word of God would dwell in them richly.

As I mentioned earlier, there is a contrast in 1 John between the children of God and the children of the Devil. Young people, as John describes them here, are those who not only know their sins to be forgiven and know the Father, but are also in conflict with the world, the flesh and the Devil – such that they are able to have victory. Later, in 4:1-4; 5:4-5 we see some of this conflict: 
4:1-4: Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 

5:4-5: For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world— our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

As our young people come to a stronger faith and knowledge of God – they will be able to do great works of conquest. Victory and conquest has already happened in Jesus, and the young people are fighting and struggling on the basis of that victory already achieved.  They are overcomers, and will overcome in the future as they challenge and are challenged by those who are against Christ in this world.

E. Further thoughts
a. Progressive maturity – Complimentary Gifts
These two groups in vv. 13 & 14 might well have reference to actual age. Most of the fathers or leaders of the church would naturally have been somewhat older. They would have had not only longer experience as Christians, but also long experience in life. We should rejoice to see how God works in His family to bring the children of God from early childhood in the faith through the trials of youth to full maturity. 

It shouldn’t surprise us when we see children that are immature – they are children after all. But we must not be content to allow them to remain immature – the need to move on in the faith. They need older folk to come along side them to help them so that they can do battle in the world. Not only so, older folk may be tired and a little less engaged – which should not surprise us. The younger folk need to engage the more mature among us and use their wisdom as a foundation upon which to build the kingdom. 
Churches without old people are at a disadvantage, as are church without young people. When I first came to RCC there were no old people. Initially the core group at RCC had Judge Bears to help them, but he had passed away before I came. We often talked about our lack of older Christians among us and even prayed that God would send us some. RCC began with a whole room full of young strength, enthusiasm and eagerness to engage the enemies. And yet we lacked the wisdom of older, mature believers. Dennis was enough of a wise guy to recognize this and triangulated with older more experienced men: RJ Rushdoony, Greg Bahnsen and James Jordan – which was very helpful. However, we had to grow our own old people – voila – here we are, grey hairs and all!
Now that we have both younger and older children of God at RCC we have a new problem: How do we function best as a diverse family, with various levels of maturity – each with its particularly strengths and gifts. A healthy church requires and welcomes the contributions of all. A church of young men would be vigorous, but potentially unwise; on the other hand, settled fathers in the faith benefit from the zeal and creative questioning of the young. 

These days we live in a world that exalts youth – young us good, old is bad and uncool. Old people are ignored and marginalized, and old ideas are, well, old fashioned. But with such an attitude the youth culture is cutting itself off from important wisdom, knowledge and stability – which in the end is disastrous. Respect for elders is a constant theme in the Bible. We are honor parents, and that honor is to be extended to all who are in parental/leadership roles toward us. We are to rise in the presence of the gray haired, and show respect for the aged. The experience and knowledge of father and mothers is old, stable and permanent.  
a. The family and the future of the Kingdom
Clearly, John is talking about time in this text. Time passes on, and people and cultures change. Anyone that knows much about history knows that as the centuries roll on great changes occur. Our world looks and operates completely differently than it did in the time of Abraham and David, different than the time of Alexander the Great or Caesar Augustus or Constantine, or the medieval period, or during the reformation, or the industrial revolution. Christ shall have dominion, and He will bring all of His enemies under His feet. Time does not stand still, nor does the kingdom of God wait – it grows and fills the world with the glory of God as the waters cover the seas. 

This progress in history comes through conflict. While the future is built upon the past, there must also be breaks with the past so that the future can come with the fullness God intends. As Rosenstock-Huessy wrote in The Christian Future, “That which simply goes on from the past as a trend is not “future” in the full sense of this term. It simply travels on an extension visa from the past. In human history the break with the past is the condition of any future. The relation of any past and any future is never made by a trend, but always by a victory over trends…The future must be created” (pp. 32-33). As the Church contends with the culture around – the resulting tension is one that changes all kinds of things. When children grow to be young men and women who contend with the wicked ones of the world with the counsel and wisdom of the mature fathers and mothers of the church – the result is revolutionary change for the Kingdom. Older people need to unleash the young people to fight the battles God has called them to; and young men and women in the Church need to refuse to fight unless they have the support of the gray haired ones (like Deborah & Barak). When together they march into the battles with the wicked of this world – God brings down principalities and powers.
b. The Church family as the pattern for families

There are debates in the church about what is most central and basic to the kingdom of God: the family or the church. The truth of the scriptures is that the family of God is the first form of the kingdom, and the Christian family finds its pattern and example in the church. For that reason: 
It is essential that children are baptized and marked as, first and foremost, children of God. In that we need to remember they are saved by grace. Training of children in the word and the Christian way of life – enculturation.  It is a passing on of traditions, rituals and ways of thinking and living. This way the future is built in connection with the past. 
Honoring the aged and using their gifts  - train our children to love their grandparents and older folk generally.
We need to learn progressively to be releasing our young people with our godly counsel. This is hard to do – but it is essential for both families, the church and the kingdom that children be raised to be independent warriors for the kingdom of God. We need to value their gifts, strengths and training in the faith so much that we let them go to make their mark on the world – to create the future in ways that we have not even conceived of. The family, as well as the church, should not just be a conservative institution – we should be optimistically progressive in our view of our children’s impact on the world. 
Brothers and sisters, I consider it one of the greatest blessings to be members of this church together with you, this family of God. My family has been blessed by you all, and we often pray together for our church. Hopefully, you feel the same kindred spirit – and together we will see God do great things among us – His children, not just now, but also in the generations that will follow us at RCC. 
 Closing Prayer

Our heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, the Word of Life. Through Him we know that we have eternal life. We ask you to so fill us with the life of Christ that we are daily more willing to die to ourselves and live for Christ. We pray for our children, that you would raise them up to be mightily used of you in this world to be overcomers of the wicked one. We pray for the older members of our congregation that you would continue to use them powerfully among us so that together, old and young, mature and immature, we are joined as one family of God. As we bring forth our tithes and offerings to you, help us to make them tokens of our very selves – so that we will go forth from here in grateful service to you and one another. For we pray in the name of blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Communion Talk

We are one family of God, invited by Christ to dine with Him around this table of blessing. We are God’s children both by nature (through baptism) and nurture (through the teaching and discipline of the church). All those who have baptized are children of God and been called by His name. In our confessional statement as a church we say: 
We believe that all baptized professors of faith in Jesus Christ, and their baptized children, are invited by Christ to partake of His supper.  However, those who show that they are covenant-despisers or blasphemous rejecters of God and His Law are to be barred from the table.
The table is a place of inclusion for all of the children of God – those who are faithful to Christ and remain steadfast in His love and grace. That means even our young children. Why would they be excluded? They shouldn’t. Only those who have rejected Christ by either word or deed are to be excluded. Our young children are to remain at this table unless they demonstrate that they have become hard-hearted and have rejected Christ. 

May God grant that we should forever see our children with us, the family of God, at this table of fellowship and love. 
Scripture Reading 

Matt. 18:1-11
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes! “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire. “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven. For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. 
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A. “I write to you…” 

2:1, 12-13, 18, 28; 3:1-2, 7, 19; 4:4; 5:21
	Children

(v. 12) I write to you, little children,
Because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake.

(v. 13) I write to you, little children,
Because you have known the Father.



	Fathers

(v. 13) I write to you, fathers, 
       Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 

(v. 14) I have written to you, fathers, 
       Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 


	Young Men

(v. 13) I write to you, young men, 
       Because you have overcome the wicked one. 

(v. 14) I have written to you, young men, Because 
       you are strong, and 
       the word of God abides in you, And 
       you have overcome the wicked one. 




B. “Children” vv. 12, 13
Teknia – Children of God by nature: 3:7-10; Jn. 1:12-13
Paideia – Nurture and training of the Children of God

Sins are forgiven and we all have come to know the Father
C. “Fathers” vv. 13, 14
Rom. 11:28; 2 Pet. 3:4; 1 Cor. 4:15; Ps. 90:1-2
D. “Young Men” vv. 13, 14
E. Further thoughts 

a. Progressive maturity – Complimentary Gifts

b. The family and the future of the Kingdom

c. The Church family as the pattern for families
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