Joyfully Manifesting the Word of Life
1 John 1:1-4
Doug Hayes, August 3, 2008
The sermon text for this morning is 1 John 1:1-4.

Please stand and give attention to the reading of Christ’s Word to us this morning. 

1 That which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, 

which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked upon, 

and our hands have handled, 

concerning the Word of life— 

2 the life was manifested, 

and we have seen, 

and bear witness,

and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—
3 that which we have seen and heard 

we declare to you, 

that you also may have fellowship with us; 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.
4 And these things we write to you that your [or possibly our] joy may be full.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!

Almighty and ever-loving Father, who has made known the incarnation of your Son by so many witnesses that our faith in Him is neither vain nor without hope in this life or the next. Bring light to our darkness, and give us understanding to that we may live according to the light of the Word of Life, even our Lord Jesus Christ.    Amen. 
Please be seated.

Ours is a God of cosmic personalism. Nothing, in all of the created order, is outside of the personal care and oversight of God. Put positively, God is intimately & personally related to all that He has made. I seriously doubt that anyone in this room believes otherwise. Amen? But how do you know this to be true? How do you know that the Creator of the universe knows and loves you? How do you know that it is not all a grand delusion, a pathetic psychological ruse that has clouded your mind to some other explanation of reality? How do you know that this world and the life you live are not all that there is, or, simply put, “as good as it gets?”
It seems to me in recent years that I have heard of many more culturally popular and vocal critics of the Christian faith than I ever remember before. From Christopher Hitchens author of, God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything, to Richard Dawkins, who is commonly referred to in the media as "Darwin's Rottweiler" and the author of The God Delusion, or Sam Harris, author of, The End of Faith: Religion, Terror and the Future of Reason, and most recently, Letter to a Christian Nation: The end of Faith. These vitriolic critics of religion in general and Christian belief in particular have been declaring the need to abandon the destructive religions of the world for human reason (which they count as foremost, Christianity). To them, we Christians are not only pitiable because we believe in that which we can not possibly proven to be true by human reason, but we Christians are also certainly dangerous because all religion (particularly Christianity) is the primary cause of suffering in the world. The history of humanity demonstrates that it is religion that causes more misery in the world than anything else. If we all were to turn from religion to reason – we could learn to get along with each other and the world would be a happier and more peaceful and tolerant place. These enlightened heralds of modernity call upon the world to lay hold of a more reasonable way.  From the acorn of the Enlightenment has grown the great and unshakeable oak tree that is modernity. As Peter Leithart says in Solomon Among The Postmoderns, “Modernity promises it can bring peace among nations, it can explain everything, it can control the natural world through science and technology…As a result, humanity will free itself from war, poverty, political oppression, evil, perhaps even death itself…[with the] modern trinity of control, progress and freedom” (pp. 29-30, 33). 
I am very happy that Pastor Tuuri is preaching his series of sermons on the Church in exile, because it seems like a very good metaphor for the experience that many Christians have today – including myself at times, and I’m guessing many of you too.  Not only is it somewhat disorienting for us to live in a culture that is hardly recognizable to us from the standpoint of our own view of the world – The much of the broader church seems to have largely absorbed and accommodated to the modernity that is all around us – leaving us feeling like the story we have been told and believed about God, ourselves and the world around us is so much fiction, myth and wishful thinking. 

What answers do we give such rancorous critics of the faith once delivered to the saints? How do we continue to believe in Christianity in the face of such calls to reasonable thinking, and the seemingly rational promise of a more glorious future for mankind if we will only shrug off the ancient and outdated folly of ignorant religion?
This is in part, why the Apostle John, wrote this first letter, in 5:13 & 20 he declares his purpose: “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God…And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.”

Of course the atheism we face was not the problem that John was writing about – rather he was encouraging his readers, his children in the faith, and us by extension, to remain strong in faith and to know that we are the ones who have life eternal – and that we may continue to believe in the face of apostasy from within and attack from without.
This epistle is written with four distinct sections: The 3 L’s (life, light and love) and a summary & purpose conclusion. 

I.
Incarnation of the Word of Life (1:1-4)

II.
This is the Message: God is Light (1:5-3:10)

III.
This is the Message: Love One another (3:11-5:12)

IV.
Summary & Purpose: (5:13-21)

Many/most commentators think that John was writing to combat an early form of Gnosticism, but when you look closely at the book, Gospel of John and his other letters and the book of Revelation it becomes clear that it was the Jews that were largely the ones that troubled the early church (as well as the book of Acts and the rest of the New Testament).  

1) “That which was from the beginning” 

Both in the prologue of his Gospel and here in this letter, John begins with by referring to Gen. 1:1-5.  I have provided a chart on your outline so that you can see these three texts side by side so that you can see how they run parallel to one another.  John tells us that the gospel, the good news is a story of a new creation.  In the Genesis account of creation the contrast between like and dark is not between good and evil, but simply that darkness is simply before the light – and both are good.  In the Gospel, the old covenant order is the time before the coming of Jesus, the Word, who is the light that shines into the darkness of the pre-Christian era. He is the way to life, and He is the Sun brings the dawn of the new covenant/new creation into the world. The darkness of the old covenant/creation was passing away with the coming of the light of the new covenant/new creation. A new day has dawned.  The Jews, with their old worldview, did not understand that there was a new way that they need to see the world, and they sought to overcome the light and put it out. Thus, in 1 John 2:18 he writes that it is the “last hour,” and it is a time when the “world is passing away (2:17). That the old world is coming to an end is evident from the appearance of "antichrists" (2:18), who have already appeared in the world (4:3). These people that refused to believe in Jesus, the Word of life, wanted to keep things as they are in the old order – and opposed Christ and His people, the Church (i.e. anti/against Christ).  But how do we, those who have come into the light by faith know that we have life?  Especially, when it seems that all of the world around us make powerful claims that we are believing a lie?
We know it by the incarnation of Jesus, the Son of God. The word incarnation comes from the Latin for “flesh.” In his Gospel, John wrote in 1:14: “And the Word (Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” God is known to us in His glory because He was beheld by the Apostles, who became true witnesses, by many infallible proofs, that He is the sacrificial lamb of God that is the risen and ascended as Lord of all.
Turn now to our text in 1 John 1:1-4. John, wanting us, who already believe in the Son of God, to know that we have eternal life in Jesus, tells us why we can know that we have eternal life. 
2) The Word of Life Manifested & Declared
1 That [The one who was] which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, 

which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked upon, 

and our hands have handled, 

concerning the Word of life— 
2 the life was manifested, 

and we have seen, 

and bear witness,

and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—
3 that which we have seen 

and heard 

[Him] we declare to you, 

These first few verse of 1 John have a carefully strained grammar that seems to wander about without a clear point being made.  However, John uses this way of writing to make his point. He begins by leaving a number of things unexplained until the end of the section. What does “That which” refer to? Or “From the beginning” – of what? Of everything? In a way, this apparently cryptic grammar seems to hide the meaning – which may be his point.  The manifestation of the Word of life is the manifestation of something that has been hidden before. 
Vv. 1-3 underscores John’s emphasis on the centrality of the incarnate word. In a sermon on this text, Peter Leithart, says: 

Jesus is described here as the "Word of life" and as "the eternal life" (vv. 1-2). Jesus does communicate life to us, but He communicates life to us because He Himself is life. He doesn’t simply have life; He is life. "Life" should be understood in the fullest sense here: God has all abundance, energy, joy, delight, buoyancy in Himself and His Word, but He has chosen not to keep all this eternal and infinite liveliness to Himself. The Life was "toward" the Father from all eternity (v. 1); in the incarnation, the Father turned Himself inside out, so that the Word of Life is toward us.

John appears to have some specific events of the gospel story in mind in his opening verses, particularly when he writes about "what our hands have handled" (v. 1). That refers to the disciples' touching of Jesus after His resurrection (Luke 24:39; John 20:27). Jesus is the Word of Life, the eternal life, supremely in His resurrection from the dead. (Blogged, September 18, 2006).
This is what was so difficult for the Jews of the first century and for unbelievers in our own day.  God was hidden behind the veil of the Holy of Holies. They did not have direct fellowship with God; and certainly, God did not manifest Himself to them directly so as to be seen, heard and touched.  He was just near enough for them to believe in Him, but remote enough that they were safe from Him.  But in Jesus, Yahweh has torn the veil from top to bottom, from the inside out – and He has Himself stepped out.  The Jews, and in fact most people, prefer God to remain obscure, hidden and distant. They prefer the darkness of the old creation to the light of the new creation. 
This life is available to us through the Word of Life, now manifested in human flesh. But there is an order to this manifestation. We don't have direct access to the Word of life; we haven’t literally heard, seen, beheld, or handled Him. Instead, we rely on the testimony of the "we." John uses the first person plural to refer to himself and the other disciples who did witness Jesus directly. It is through fellowship or communion with them that we have fellowship with the Father and the Son (v. 3). And we have communion with them by believing their written testimony concerning the Word of Life (v. 4), and abiding in the community of which they are the foundation stones (cf. Ephesians 2:20).  In short: We have no communion with the Father without communion with the Son; no communion with the Son without communion with the apostles; and no communion with the apostles without receiving their written testimony and communion in and with the church.

The Christian story is a story of God intruding into the world, into our lives in a profound and powerful way.  Of course God has always been near to save and judge His people and the nations. But in Jesus, the world is turn inside out – upside down. Jesus, who was once seen, heard and touched, has come in human flesh to rule all things for all time. 
The answer to the critics of our faith, those who promote reason over faith – is not a series of abstractions and philosophical ideas – it is a person – it is Jesus, the Word of Life!  It was not just a message of salvation (as an idea) that was manifested to the Apostles. It was a person – it is Jesus, the Word of Life! It is God with us. It is God, in human flesh. The answer to those who hate Christianity is the God-Man, Jesus. A real, flesh and blood person, who was seen, heard and touched. It is Him that is declared and manifested to us in the world. The Word of Life is not a sermon preached or simply a message communicated – the Word of Life is a person. It is not simply that the Apostles heard the words of Jesus, and saw with their eyes the miracles of Jesus, and beheld the glory of Jesus and handled the resurrection body of Jesus – as if these were merely things about Jesus. Rather, they heard, saw and touched the person of Jesus, who was from the beginning with the Father. They were reliable witnesses, not just of certain events – but the person Himself. It was this person – Jesus – which the Apostles have declared to us. The reality of our Christian faith is grounded in the historically proven reality that Jesus is the Son of God. For that reason, He is the Word of Life. All that Jesus said, did and was as a person manifested to us that He is the Son of God, full of grace and truth. As we, by faith, are untied to the One who is the Word of Life – we are given life in Him. We have in us the life that was from the beginning.
John is saying that he and the other apostles are witnesses of God’s final climactic act of power and deliverance, witnesses to the incarnation of the Word of life. God has not remained hidden, nor has He left His world in ruins. He has come to bring life. Further, they take up God's cause against the nations: Everyone everywhere must now repent and believe.

Men who reject this declaration of the manifested Jesus, the Word of Life – are doing so, not because it is irrational or unreasonable. They reject it because it means that they must submit their reason and rationality to someone outside of themselves. They reject the declaration of the Apostles because they do not want to submit themselves to an authority outside of humanity. What they reject is not the fact that there was a man Jesus, historically considered. This is undeniable because it is better attested historically than any other fact of ancient history. What they reject is the fact that He is the Son of God – God in human flesh – the incarnation is what they hate. They despise the notion that God Himself has invaded the world in the person of Jesus. This is not so surprising, because Jesus Himself said that His coming meant the great judgment of the world had begun. Men hate Jesus because they hate judgment – they hate the notion that a god – especially Jesus, the Christian God, would judge them and have any authority over them. 
3) Fellowship & Joy
In v. 3, John said that it is this Jesus that he and the other apostles have declared to us. 

The purpose of the proclamation of the Word of Life, John says, is to extend the fellowship of the apostles to include others; and this means to include others within the community – the sharing of things, and particularly the sharing of life – that the apostles have with the Father and the Son.  What does it mean to have communion with the Father and with His Son Jesus? In context, John surely means to emphasize that we have a share in the life that was with the Father and manifested to us. Whatever life God has in Himself, in the Son, He shares with us. More concretely perhaps, Paul describes fellowship with Jesus in terms of fellowship in His whole life – in His life, sufferings, death, resurrection. Believers have communion with one another – sharing life, projects, ministries, tears, wealth, laughter, meals, evenings, cigars, etc. And this life-together is joyous and vibrant because it is also an inclusion in and is permeated by the life of the Father and Son, manifested in Jesus.

To us who believe in the name of Jesus, the Son of God, the Word of Life – the light of judgment that Jesus shines upon the world is to us hope and joy. V. 4 says, “And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.” Unlike those who love the darkness, we know that we are in fellowship with God and one another – giving us a joy and hope that those who hate and reject the Word of Life can never have. 
The incarnation is not just a past reality that has no ongoing manifestation. The body of Jesus is now manifested in the Church, which is throughout the New Testament called the body of Christ. The ongoing life of the Church is the ongoing manifestation of the person of Jesus to the world. The light of Jesus is manifested to the world through us. The life of Jesus, the Word of Life, is proclaimed to the world through us, the Church. As people come to believe the declaration of the Apostles through the preaching ministry of the Church and lives lived by us in the Church – they are brought into fellowship with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. They are brought into vital relationship of fellowship with God and us. This is why the rest of this Epistle speaks so pointedly for the need to love one another. Just as God so loved the world that He gave/sent His only begotten Son into the world, so too, we must love on another. When we love one another with our words and our self-sacrificial living, the world will see, hear and be touched by the person of Jesus through us.
4) Joyfully Manifesting the Word of Life

While it is true that the modern world wants to say that they will only believe in that which is scientifically proven and reasonable – Modernity has left people feeling empty and lost in a dark and lifeless cosmos.  People today, in the postmodern world, feel the weight of a universe that is stripped of God.  It is lifeless and hopeless without the transcendent life of God – and people are searching for a transcendent meaning and coherence to life that can only come from Jesus. People still long for life beyond their everyday existence.
This means that we must be like Jesus in the way we interact with people in the world of darkness.  If we are going to declare, with the apostles, the Word of life in a meaningful way, and draw them into fellowship with the Father and the Son and us – In Joy:
-We need to become friends with the undesirables of the world – uneducated and immoral.
-When we are asked by the atheistic intelligentsia about our faith – we give them reasonable answers – scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees. Sometimes directly/clearly, sometimes indirectly.
-We need to reach out with hope and love to the unscrupulous in the world – tax collectors (like Zacheus & Matthew). 

-We need to show manly opposition to evil – like turning over the money changing tables.

-We need to feel deeply the difficulties that people have with coming to faith in Jesus.  Understand the story they have been told and believe and why it is so hard for them to believe our story.  If you cannot understand them and their struggles with faith, you cannot help them to believe.
Not only is it possible to know that we have the eternal life that every person needs and wants by telling ourselves the story of the incarnation and believing it - We can to become, in fellowship with the apostles, living testimonies of the Word of life, and freely, joyfully, lovingly draw people into fellowship with God the Father and the Son. Just tell the story – And know that God uses that story-telling to draw men into fellowship with Himself and us. Amen.
Our heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, the Word of Life. Through Him we know that we have eternal life. We ask you to manifest to us the Life of Jesus through your enscriptured Word and through our fellowship with You and one another. Take now our tithes and offerings, and use them for the glory of Your name, For we pray in the name of blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Communion Talk

This table is known as communion. The Greek word is, koinonia, the same word is translated fellowship.  It is here that our fellowship with God the Father and His Son Jesus are most fully manifested to us. It is here, together, that we share together the life that has been revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  It is here that we have fullness of joy and fellowship with God and one another.  It is here that the Word of life is made most visible because we, both as individual believers and together in faith, manifest our fellowship with God. 
Jesus in His High Priestly prayer in John 17 said: 

1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.


20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word;
21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:
23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.
24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
25 O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me.
26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”

As we eat and drink this new covenant meal – May we manifest the oneness and joy we have with God and one another.
Matthew 26:

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed 
Father of mercies, thank You for the gift of this bread, which we confess provides us with the body of Your Son Jesus Christ.  We ask You to enable us to eat of it in faith, and to be made more fully members of His heavenly body, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
…and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”

27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
Father of mercies, thank You for the gift of this wine, which we confess provides us with the blood of your son our Saviour.  We ask You to enable us to drink of it in faith, and to be conformed more and more to the image of His death, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.
28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
This is the cup of the new covenant in the blood of Jesus which has been shed for you.  May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious Blood strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.
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1) “That which was from the beginning…” 

	Genesis 1:1-3
	John 1:1-9
	1 John 1:1-3

	1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.


2 The earth was without form, and void; 

and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.


3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.
4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.
5 God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day.



	1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.
	1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life—

2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—
3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.




2) The Word of Life Manifested & Declared

1 That [He or the One] which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, 

which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked upon, 

and our hands have handled, 

concerning the Word of life— 

2 the life was manifested, 

and we have seen, 

and bear witness,

and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—
3 that which we have seen and heard 

[Him] we declare to you, 

that you also may have fellowship with us; 

and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.
4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.
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